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Our well-attended annual Reunion Party took place at the new 
Function Suite at Newtown House Hotel on Saturday 15th No-
vember, preceded by the AGM. We had a large number of rid-
ers and support crew at the Party, enjoyed by all, but fewer at 
the AGM! 
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This year the ride video was recorded by support 
crew member Roger Key, but unfortunately he 
had technical problems after Tours. Luckily his 
record was supplemented by excellent photos 
from fellow support Dave Hersee and these were 
incorporated into a DVD. The result was well 
received at the Reunion and  is on sale for £3. We 
plan to create a new road jersey for next year, as 
supplies have run out, although we have plenty of 
shorts at £25, both men’s and lady’s. We also 
have a supply of excellent Bike Ride Training 
Tops, in various sizes, priced at £45. All cheques 
to ‘Paris to Hayling’. 

e-mail addresses: Please let us know your current address.   
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Yes, it’s that time of the year again, meaning that we 
are looking forward to a jolly day’s cycling on Sunday, 
21st December. We always have a great time just be-
fore Christmas, when we dress up as Father or Mother 
Christmas and go cycling in and around Hampshire 
and West Sussex, visiting welcoming hostelries and 
imparting seasonal cheer. Last year there were over 60 

red-clad riders and so we hope for a similar, if not larger, turnout this year. After leaving the 
Ship at about 10am, we shall be assembling at Wetherspoons in Chichester for breakfast at 
about 11am, then visiting various pubs on our merry way back to the Island.  
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Thanks to the 60+ riders who replied – very encouraging feed-
back! A synopsis is on page 3, informing our plans for 2009.�

Dear All 
 

Well, quite a ride, wasn’t it? The greatest challenge that the 
Paris to Hayling Charity Cycle Ride has faced in its 23-year 
history was met with outstanding success, by popular vote  
— fabulous weather and scenery, especially in the Loire Val-
ley, the southernmost area ever ridden on the event. We are 
still the ‘Paris to Hayling’, but after 22 years of visiting ei-
ther Paris or Versailles and having reached the phenomenal 
amount of £1,000,000 in fundraising last year, we thought it 
was time for a change – and how welcome it was!  
 

Sadly, we had some casualties along the way, well looked 
after by support, but everyone seems OK now and we are 
looking forward to next year. 
 

We are a little concerned that the reported sponsorship is 
unusually low at this point, so please let us know how you 
are getting on with your fundraising.  Happy New Year! 



Once again, well done to all, on behalf of the Organising Committee. See you on the Santa Ride! 
PF 
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We now present all the awards and trophies on the ferry, since they only really 
mean a great deal to those on the ride itself. Once again it’s important to point 
out that there are no prizes for fast cycling or coming in first, even though you 

wouldn’t be able to tell by those who endeavour to arrive at their daily destination as early as 
possible, only to have to wait for their baggage, which is not promised to arrive before 5pm 
each day! In addition to the trophies, several ‘minor’ awards are presented on the ferry, includ-
ing the ‘Rear of the Year’, judged by the male members of the committee, with suggestions 
welcome from other riders. This was deservedly won by newcomer Fran Blake, with most of 
the committee in vociferous agreement. The ‘CB award’ for the male version, judged by the 
female members of the support crew, was presented to Ally Sperring, who looked rather 
pleased about it! The major awards were then presented, all decided by the committee at a 
meeting in the hotel before leaving for the ferry, with the exception of Fred Dyer’s ‘Support 
Crew Personality of the Year’ cut-glass trophy, in memory of his late wife, Judy, which was 
decided following consultation with riders. This was presented to the popular team of Hector 
Macallum and Sue Wilson. The ‘Bavent Cup’ team award went by unanimous approval to 
Team Allianz, who had been great fun! There were honourable mentions for the Barmy Army 
and the Cross Channel Faeries, amongst others. President Pete McQuade, founder of the event, 
performing his usual role as presenter of the awards, announced that the winner of the 
‘McQuade Cup for Most Impressive Newcomer’, in honour of his late mother, was Rachel 
Moore. The ‘Eberhardt Signs Most Improved Rider Award’  deservedly went to Sue 
Loveridge, with Hazel Barnes and Julie Norton once again also getting mentions. The ‘Oracle 
Proof That You Can’ award was presented to first-time rider Melanie Leggett, already on her 
way to becoming a Bike Ride legend! 72-year old Ron Spencer reluctantly accepted the ‘New 
Montfort Veteran’s Cup’ once again — he’s now getting 
used to the idea! The ‘Reg Beacher Award’  for special con-
tribution was presented to David Chapple, for his help with the 
younger riders. The ‘Value Added Trophy’ character award 
was presented to  our cheery American, Mike Goodwin. The 
‘Young Rider of the Year’ Trois Pics Cup was presented to 
twins Alex and Sam Leonard.  The ‘Top Fundraiser Scroll of 
Honour’ will be presented with the new trophy at the charities 
evening in March. The Sussex Brewery Team were recognized 
as ‘Best Fancy Dress’, with their Marcel Marceau mime out-
fits. Kerry West and Meryl Browne were presented with the 
new Qlik Tech Cup ‘Committee Member Award’. Kev Crocker, Paul Fisher, Rick Hutchings 
and Maryon McQuade were presented with ‘20-year+ awards’. The 31 young riders, aged be-
tween 14 and 17, were all presented with keepsake shields. However, I am sure that all will 
agree that everyone deserves recognition for making this year so special!   
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Having said that everyone deserves recognition, special mention should definitely be made of 
the wonderful support crew, always there when you need them, providing water, energy supple-
ment, bananas, sweets, Tessa’s flapjacks, spares and careful attention when essential. They in-

cluded, in no particular order: Will Barnard, Mark Cook, Kev Crocker, 
Rod Elliott, Rick Gibbs, Mags Graham, Georgie Gross, Mike Harring-
ton, Dave Hersee, Roger Key, Helena Key, Jo Macey, Hector Mac-
Callum, Maryon McQuade, Paul Mumford, Averil Pollicott, Ian Polli-
cott, Sylvia Randall, Sue Wilson and Liz Wood. Everyone pulled their 
weight and worked from before the riders got up until after they had got 
in. The rider questionnaire results gave them 9.79 out of 10!  

The Sussex Brewery Mime Team 

Customs didn’t want to look!



Rider Questionnaire 2008 
 

Summary of Results  
Marks out of 10, with 10 being the maximum 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 Yes/No/Maybe Questions  

  

 98% would recommend the Ride to others 
 72% would like cycling between 70-90m a day  
 43% would agree to a price increase of up to 15%, 34% up to 10%, 23% up to 25%   

Best Results 2008 2007 Notes 

Support 9.79 10.40 Counted marks over 10 as 10 

Value for money 9.53 9.57 Euro problems? 

On ride communication 9.14 9.04  

Return ferry 9.04 9.31 No champagne! 

Route 8.85 9.03  

Pre-ride communication 8.84 8.42  

Last night 8.50 9.04  

Route notes 8.44 8.90  

Worst Results – Hotels 
(scored below 7)  

2008 Notes 

Rennes 
Bretagne 

 
5.60 

 

Laval 
Imperial 
Citotel 

 
6.71 
5.82 

 

Angers 
Ibis 

 
6.78 

 

Tours 
Terminus 
Le Grand 
Etap 

 
5.25 
6.10 
5.11 

 

Alencon 
Campanile 
Paris 
Normandie 
Ducs 

 
6.07 
4.60 
6.00 
6.50 

 
 
Le Paris is dropped for 2009 
 
 

Worst Results – Days 2008 Notes 

Day 2 
Gorron 

6.19 All other days scored 8-9 

Gorron Lunch 6.09 Not going to Gorron in 2009 


